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With tonight's Super Bowl in nearby Miami Gardens, several lucky

Palm Beach County businesses have the chance to showcase their products.

BUZZARD OF COOKIES: Chisl:

NFL program brings

SUPER GIGS

’?!.?

-

(e BECKER
it e vt St Whiter
Christine  Najee 5 st Dolphin
Stadium oy, iking her “one-busl
weoncher™ 1 e bigsiest bowl of them
all

Bis fvor nstional debut, a ch

i oo their chosest frivnds with
heer puurmel freals,
[l uwner of, Heally Good ook
gox will b serving up her
nobalks — 2 mix of cocuil,
= anl walnuts in Key
limmee-{lwvreel cliwculate — at
e ucrtball
exelusive

e,
= A luok at
other local
businesses
imvited to the
Blg game, 5C

o 1t can b
e gl b prodluce
i if o fall the whole :
faoiings b Kraw about i

Reatly ool Cookles is one of
fiosen bo cook for the
NFL: ivitationonly party befon-
Super Bowl XLItonight. The event i
wcpectod o draw 10000 VIP guesis,
1 arpoeale v
e

i bachroudd

g el arhet
uﬁw she knew
| il

Araty 2

e
Prged comes o booth, bt

S WATL A T Pl e .W‘;[
u?

300 Gookies in Boca Rator, will sUr up 2,000 of har protlict. the

Flarida Snobals for th il Anal martclug
2y v

FAMILY TRADITION: ws and generate more

Dhrrick MeCray (frond sk pnilliens for South Flarida

o See NFL BE >

Mangoma

s and beg

N vy
Il Backyara B8G

[
Mare on the big game

Lt comisals an ihe Supdr
SRamic imaast.

m Check the lalest news, phetes and

-

o TV ads

 Try & quiz, 220 b intaractive timehne
and more

PalmBaschPost.com/ suoerbowl




i Bazachy Mot

F

SUnINY,
R 3, T007
BeachPust.oom

BU

Businesses eager for national stage

B> NFL jrom 1F

Najacs company s among
a couple  hund m] of {he
regions small firms geiting
in the game,

Small shops, big chance
Many of these businesses
gol xu;s through the NFL%

Emerging Business Program
ane !%nlo guc minorily- aml
WOTAn-OWTIed busk

nesses in the annual contests
Iwost commmnity a chance to
gl ivolved.

This year the program
was open to small businesses
in Miami-Dade, Broward and

Im Beach counties Firms
had 1o be certified through a
Tocal agency, such 48 a county
oF City govermmieat, W upply
for the program.

Derrick McCray is among
thent.

The Mangonia Park res-
{aurmnt owner he:bd(-tl ta the
big game with four super
sized grills. a giant smoker,
21 erew members and more
than 5000 pounds of pork
ribs and beef brishet.

Hell be joining Najc at
the VIP tailgate event today,
i 13 10 his lip-
y-back ribs and

ure sauces. His crew
siarted grilling Wednesday

to xi-mlm\:-.

1 McCrayh biggest job
vel, pulting his familys de-
cades-long  barbecue  tradi-
thon on & nativmal sl:ge His
MceCray's Il Backyard BRQ
has catered large events and
local festivals but nothing on
the 1 Bowl scale.

“We're ready. We want to
make a mod showing 1o the
workd,” MeCray, 44, said two
weeks age as folks lined up
outsidi his roadside stand on
busy 45th Street, the sweet,
soky smell of barbecue
walting from the grills. *I'm
very humbled by it This
tatkes us o ancther level."

About 425 businesses were

" accepled into the Emenging
Business  Prowram

1, landing
them in the Bustness Resouree
Guide, o fist of approved
vendors sent 1o the NIFL and
affiliated groups looking for
everything from printing fo
catering. tents to flowers. It
also gained them access to
Lraining workshops amd net
working sessions.

As of Dec. 15, about 155 of
these businesses (37 percent)
had gotten work, said Gary
Hartfield, direetor of commu-
ity outreach for the South
Florida  Super  Bowl XLI
Host Commuttee. He expecis
that number has grown, but
he will not have an updated
count until after the game.

But Palm Beach County
firms didnt get much of the
action.

“We paid as much anen-
tion 1o Palm Beach as we
paid to Broward and Dade,”
Hartfield sanl, pointing to
workshops held in all three
counties o promote the pro-
gram, “But we didn't draw as
big a crowd.”

About 80 firms on the tri-
county resource list (14 per
cent} are from Palm Beach
County. Of those, at least

The NFL has spent on

average $4million a
year since '94 with
small businesses.

resource mlitle to get quality
services,” Hartfiell said,
b-l)l me abnrwbua;!nv:heacgt
work loa e the
Bnrlrﬁll Pender, w"?wr of
Direct Business Systems, a
ffé”b"w of | busmess forms

“What will happen after? | don't knaw,' Christing Najac says
of serving het Florida Snoballs at the Super Bowl. ‘But the
credibility that it's giving me is once-in-a-lifetime,’

Game plan for businesses

At least seven Palm Beach County businesses
are involved in Super Bowl XLI and its
surrounding activities after winning bids to work
with the NFL or its affiliates:

Really Good Cookies

Contract: Baking 2,000 Florida Snoballs for the NFL

tailgata party

Boynton Billlards
Owner: Deborah Carvey
Location: Boymion Bezch

Contract: Providing eight pool tables for the NFLs

invitation-only tailgate party

Celslus Holdings Corp.
Owner: Regina Lewis
Location: Jupiter

Contract: Produced a series of seaven small business
iraining warkshops for NFLs Community Impact Program

Chez Gourmet
Owner: Sheri and Jack Jacobs
Location: Boynton Beach

Contract: Making 2,000 orders of banana-, Key lime- and
mango-flavored créme brilée for the NFL tailgate pany

Direct Business Systems
Owner: Bertram Pender
Location: West Palm Baach

Contract: Made 10,000 lapel pins for the NFL's Emerging
Program

Business

Everglades Trading & Office Supply

Owner: Kathy Cross
Lacatlon; Belle Glade

Contract: Sold paper, pans and other office supplies o the
South Florida Super Bowl XL Host Committes

McCray's || Backyard BBQ

Ovemer: Denick MeCray
Location: Mangonia Park

Contract: Cooking ribs and besf brisket for the NFLs

talgate party

Seuree: Sauth Fiedids Super Bowd AL Hast Commitses

seven have won contracts for
ork.

w

The NFL started the
Emerging Business Program
in 1994 w give small busi
nesses 3 greater chance o
benefit when the big game
comes 1o ther communilies,

Since then, an average
of #4 million has been spent
with sl firms each year,
NFL officials said.

Over the past decade, the
NFL has worked harder to

“strongly encourage” its con-
tractors to hire vendors from
the progran, Hartfield said.
In 1995 and 1999 — the
o Super Bowls hosted by
South Florida since the smail
business program started —
about 15 percent of firms in
the qunm it work. That's
likely to iriple this year
"Rcs.ui.ar NFL contractors
are now used (o this program
and trust the host committee
1o get enough vendors in the

in West Pulm Bﬂ.mj" e
W0 lapel pins with the
Emerging Business Program
Tego kst sununes:

They were handed oul to
articipating  businesses al
iclmlfwenis.

Pender, 55, bid on several
more mnlﬂrln. however, with
NG SUCCCSS,

“Is very compelitive.
The prices just weren't there
ﬁ:’ e to get the business,”

Nl1 “officials caution firms
that acceptance in the small
business  program  doesn’t
mugrantee o contract. But
they encourage them to go
for the opportunity.

“Some of these businesses
are bidding al cast for the jobs
Jus: o put it on their résumé,”
said Donn Patchen, spokes-
man for the host committee.
“It's better nduerusmg than
the sales made.

More than just tallgating

Some  small firms  also
el contracts outside of the
Emenging Business Program.

Lewis, president
af Celsius Holdings Eom in
Jupiter, ot such & request

The NFL asked her pubhc
relations firm to submit a
proposal to produce a series
of business work: It got
the job.

As part of the football
leaguie’ Coa.nl;jmity Impact
Program planned
seven workshops for small
businesses  across  the i
county region over the past
two months. Topice ranged
from getting financing to
managmy staff.

‘It just seemed like a
unique  project, similar to
work we were already doing,”
st e
i er Horm
Paim Beach County lnxin:x-d
tends our relationships.

Thats the aim I‘or Derrick
McCray. Whether he's back at
another Super Bowl or not
MeCray is hoping people
around the country w‘ll re-
turn for o taste of his ribs.

His fnlhtl: Herman Mc-
Cm 65, started the
original McCrays barbecue

restaurant in Riviera Beach
in the 1970s.

He said he's proud of h:s
sans Super
reminds h:m that its just nn—
ather customer.

“There are no big-name
di:nbi."llt' satidd. “They're just
people. They all eat. If the
pmdln wasn't am'mod then
they wouldn't be here.

@ Ioil_becher@pbipast com



